Not Quite Home...

A word (or 200 words) from your pastor:

As you have heard in a sermon or two of mine, a
mentor once gave me a simple piece of advice: “Tell
them what you are going to tell them. Then tell them.
Then tell them what you told them.”

When Jesus stood on the mountain in Matthew’s
Gospel, he did just that. Jesus declared his authority,
handed us our mission to make disciples, and
promised to be with us always. That mission isn't
something for us to measure or a burden to carry
alone. It is a daily invitation to embody Christ right
here in our community through three simple,
powerful commitments. Throughout June and July, |
gave a series of sermons on the United Methodist
Church’'s vision to live into what Jesus has
commanded us to do in those three simple, powerful
commitments:

Love Boldly. Like the woman who crawled through
the dust just to touch the hem of Jesus’ robe, we are
called to a love that breaks through social barriers
and religious decorum. Our church must be the
trailing hem of Christ’s grace in our neighborhood -
accessible, scandalously generous, and ready to
heal.

Serve Joyfully. When Abraham ran through the
suffocating desert heat to host three strangers, or
when a hot, air-conditioned-less banquet room turns
into a sanctuary of praise, we learn that service isn't
about perfect conditions. Joy is choosing to invite
God into the messiness. We serve not because the
work is easy, but because the people in front of us
are worth it.

Lead Courageously. In a world where so many have
been wounded on altars of judgment and rigid
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self-righteousness, we look to the courage of
Isaac — who survived the mountain, named his
trauma, and still chose to pass down a legacy of
blessing. We lead courageously when we declare
that Jesus came not to condemn, but to save and
restore the broken.

As we move through the heat of summer into the
“busyness” that Fall becomes, Jesus is right here
in the room with us. Let's throw off our fear, trust
God'’s abundance, and be the church together in
all that we do and wherever we gather.

Grace and Peace,
Pastor Scott

Back to School Blessing

Our worship service on August 9, 2026 will
include a time of blessing for those who are
returning to school. Students and their families
are invited to bring “backpacks” to be blessed
during the service. Persons who work in
education in any way will also be offered a time
of blessing. All members are invited to wear
clothes that mark one of their “alma maters” -
grade school, middle school, high school, college,
or beyond - so that we can celebrate and bless
the work God does through education.

Charge Conference Prep

Although we have not received the date of our
Charge Conference yet, our Nominations Team
will be meeting soon to make nominations for
ministry leadership soon. Please be in prayer for
them and say a prayer that God would open your
heart to “Serve Joyfully” when asked!



Audio Visual Ministry

In the spirit of “Serve Joyfully”, we are looking for
new people who wish to be trained in setting up,
operating, and trouble-shooting our audio and
video ministry equipment. We are looking for
microphone helpers, audio board operators,
stream operators, and camera operators. Carter
Bacon has been leading this ministry for the past
several years and from time to time could use
some help! If you are interested, please “joyfully”
reach out to Pastor Scott by text (304) 615-4715.

SPRC Search

The Staff-Parish Relations Committee is hard at
work doing all that is necessary to fill the
position of Director of Youth & Young Adults.
They are working on: celebrating the ministry
that Schauna Chambers has done over the last
ten years, doing an exit interview, rewriting the
job description, advertising the job, interviewing
candidates, and hopefully filling the job as soon
as possible. The members of the committee ask
that you be in prayer through this entire process.

Thank You Greeters

Thank you to the greeters who have served our
worship services for the months of June and July:
Grace Gooding, Linda Hay, Sandy King, Karen
Shanholtzer, and George Snyder.

- Ann Snyder

Wed. Night Bible Study

Starting on August 26, we will have Bible study on
Wednesday evenings from 6:00 - 6:45 pm in the
church library in the back of the sanctuary. We
usually watch a short video, then discuss it
amongst ourselves. Anyone is welcome to join,
for one session or many! Call Grace Gooding (cell
3045919072) if you have any questions!

Wednesday Dinner Help

It's almost time for dinners to start back! This
year | would like to ask for your help with
serving and cleanup. In the past we asked the
Sunday School, the church committees, choirs,
and youth to help with our dinners. With the
many groups we have it will not require you to
serve every week. Below you can find a list of
the dates, menus, and groups to serve that
night. If you have any questions feel free to give
me a call at (304) 634-9805 or email
susann3272@gmail.com

- Susan Nickels

Zeffy
Donate to First UMC

First Church has partnered with a digital peer to
peer network called Zeffy! It's a convenient option
to make donations in the absence of a check or
cash. We chose Zeffy because it has partnered
with many other United Methodist churches and
reputable charities. It also does not cost your or
First Church anything, so 100%
comes to First Church. You don't
need to download an app. Just use
the QR code and it will take you to
the website! Go ahead, give it a try!

Dinner Menu & Helpers

August 19: Tailgate - Hamburgers/Hot Dogs
(Admin. Council)

August 26: Breakfast for Dinner (Trustees)
September 2: Spaghetti (Finance)

September 9: Ranch Chicken, Mac & Cheese,
Steamed Broccoli (SPRC)

September 16: Lasagna (Choir)
September 23: Breakfast for Dinner (Seekers)

September 30: Meatballs, Mashed Potatoes,
Green Beans (Handbells)

October 7: Teriyaki Chicken, Fried Rice, Steamed
Vegetables (Youth)
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Watching the news gets harder and harder.
Tragedies are occurring around the globe. We
feel helpless to help. But, we can. The United
Methodist Committee on Relief - UMCOR - is
one of the first agencies on site in
emergencies-whether it be floods in Boone
County or Texas, earthquakes in Venezuela, or
our unending war cycle. Our giving to UMCOR
goes 100% to relief. Please give. -Jane Morse

Ebenezer Outreach

Our church rang with the singing of Ebenezer
Outreach 9 graduates on June 4. Last year, the
children also visited us when their air-
conditioning went out. Although the new units
were ready to be installed, a year later, it was
still awaiting replacement, with the installers
offering one excuse after another. | am relieved
to say, the work was finally completed before
July. This summer, there are 74 students, 17
bassinets were given to new mothers, and
Celeste is still planning to take the children to
the Columbus Zoo.

Ebenezer Board need some new members. We
have three from First Church willing to serve.
Are you? Your expertise is needed.

-Jane Morse

Cridlin Pantry

Cridlin Pantry needs our help! For the month of
August, they need 96 jars of peanut butter and
for September, 96 cans of pasta. Bring a few
cans to church to help feed our community!

Doorbell Ministry

A big THANK YOU to all the folks who donated to
our doorbell ministry! We've received anonymous
donations of juice & water, snacks, eco-friendly
wipes, sunglasses, toothpaste, sunscreen, combs,
bandaids, and cold/wet wraps to stay cool. A big
thanks to Susan Nickels, Fran Allred, Jeff
Archambault, & the Seekers' class for donating
water, hydration packs, and snacks. Thank you
Carolyn Waggoner for donating toothbrushes,
toothpaste, and money. And, thank you Ann
Snyder for donating so many shoes!

Here are how many people your donations have
helped these past couple of months:

June: This was a HOT month and we had lots of
visitors. We helped over 62 people eat, get to
work, and clean/cool themselves. We gave out 51
care bags, 49 waters/juices, 20 S5 fast food gift
cards, 45 S$1 bus tickets, 10 $10 fuel gift cards,
some clothing/shoes, and loads of socks!

July: As of writing this, we have helped 60 people
this month. We have given out 58 care bags, 56
waters/juices, 135 $1 bus tickets, 8 $10 fuel gift
cards, 8 cold neck wraps, and loads of socks!

Summer hit us hard in June & July, and we expect
more hot weather in August. So, | am collecting
more donations to provide a little relief to those
that are unhoused and having to live in this brutal
heat. If interested in donating, here is a link & QR
code to our care bag Amazon wishlist!

Each care bag currently contains a pair of socks, a
few snacks, eco wipes & soap,
bandaids, sunscreen, sunglasses, a
comb, a toothbrush & toothpaste.

Questions? Email Allie Bright at
firstumc@firstunitedmethodist.com

Thank you so much for your continued support!

News From the Woods

Asbury Woods will be hosting their first annual
CAMP CUP! There will be water battles, messy
challenges, field games, flood bucket packing,
an epic color war finale, a championship trophy,
and lunch! Schauna Chambers will be hosting.
Can your team claim the cup? Date TBA, but it
will be in October sometime! Stay tuned!

Hygiene Kit Assembly

Jane Morse will be putting together a big work day
for the congregation to help pack menstrual
hygiene kits for UMCOR. Stay tuned on when and
how to help/donate! To stay up to date on Relief
Supply Kit Lists, go to:

https://umcmission.org/umcor-relief-supplies/




Upcoming Dates You're Invited!
Sunday, Aug. 2 Scholarship Sunday You're invited to our back-to-school tailgate!
Sunday, Aug. 9 Backpack Blessings When? Wednesday, August 19 from 5:00 -8:00pm
Wednesday, Aug. 19 Back-to-School Tailgate Where? First United Methodist Church
1124 5th Ave Huntington, WV 25701
Sunday, Aug. 23 St. Paul Lutheran Church

worships with us What will we have? Tailgate food, homemade ice
cream, cornhole, inflatables, and even a donation-
based dunk tank where you can try to dunk Katrina

Lee or Schauna Chambers!

Wednesday, Aug. 26 Wed. night activities start

followed by a covered dish luncheon Cut this out and invite a friend to join us to

Sunday, Sept. 27 Children’s Sunday celebrate the new school year!

I
I
Sunday, Aug. 30 Schauna Chambers preaches, I
I
L

With Love & Gratitude

First Church Family,

It's hard to find the words for a moment like this because some of the most meaningful years of my life
have been spent here with you.

| came to First Church as a young, newly married woman with a heart full of faith and a desire to know
God more deeply. You welcomed me, encouraged me, and helped cultivate that hunger. You gave me
opportunities to grow, to serve, and to pour into your children, your students, and this church family. In
return, you loved and cared for my own family in ways | will never forget.

You celebrated with us, prayed for us, and walked beside us through so many seasons of life. You
watched me become a wife, then a mother, and you entrusted me with the incredible privilege of leading
and loving your youth. That is a gift | will always treasure.

This chapter of my life will forever be one of God’s greatest blessings. While | don’t know exactly what
the next chapter holds, | do know this: when we faithfully follow where the Holy Spirit leads, we can trust
that He is already there.

Please know that leaving does not lessen the love | have for this church. | will continue praying for First
Church, for it's leaders, for it's families, and especially for the children and students who have forever left
a mark on my heart. It has been one of the greatest honors of my life to walk alongside them and watch
God work in their lives.

oany

Thank you for every prayer, every word of
encouragement, every hug, every laugh, and every
"% memory. Thank you for allowing me to be part of
ey your stories while becoming such an important part
e of mine.

{ This isn't goodbye. It's simply, “See you later.”

May God continue to bless First Church, and may we
all continue to follow wherever He leads.

With all my love and gratitude,
Schauna Chambers




The Sanctuary & Wesley Choirs will be “returning
to action” later this month after their summer
break, and they would like to extend the singing
invitation to any who find their joy in making a
joyful noise!

The Wesley Children’s Choir meets at 5:45 on
Wednesdays and will resume their rehearsals on
Aug 26 in room 206. Please invite/bring children
K-5 to join us. We make music fun as the children
learn songs and scripture to share with the
congregation each month, as well as working
toward a Christmas production in December.
Look around your family, friends and neighbors to
invite kids to participate in this group.

The Sanctuary Choir will begin their rehearsals
sooner, on Wednesday, Aug 12 with the singers
from St Paul Lutheran Church. Our two
congregations are once again worshipping
together on Sunday, Aug 23" this time here in our
sanctuary. If you recall, this collaboration began
last August, but because our AC wasn’t working in
the sanctuary, we held our service in the
fellowship hall. This time we're especially happy
to be hosting in our nice, cool sanctuary and we
hope EVERYONE will make a special effort to
attend. As an added incentive to wonderful
fellowship, great preaching & extraordinary music,
church hostess Susan will provide a lovely
reception afterwards! So mark your calendars
NOW for this special chance to showcase our
terrific 1°' Church hospitality.

Because the two choirs will be singing together,
they will rehearse together on Wednesdays, Aug
12 & 19, preceding the combined worship service
on the 23™. We invite any & all singers to join us
for this special opportunity to join our voices
together. We have really enjoyed our previous 2
times singing together, so we joyfully anticipate
getting to make music together once again.

- Debbie Bradley, music director

Update on Judge Julie
Offering

We are happy to report that enough money was
collected during the spring musical to order new
curtains for the fellowship hall stage. Hooray!
And thank you to all who made that possible:
Susan Nickels, the audience, the cast & crew, the
Wednesday Willing Workers & other generous
folks. The curtains have been ordered and we
hope to be able to show them off (with the help
once again of Wednesday Willing Workers) by
Christmas time. Thank You!!

Sanctuary Choir “Let There Be Light” Music Service
May 17,2026

Thank You!

We'd like to issue a special Thank You to choir
member Ann Snyder for skillfully filling in for
Rhonda Adkins this summer on piano. Ann
graciously took over while Rhonda recuperated
from surgery and we are very, very grateful for
her cheerful willingness to help out.

We'd also like to thank ALL of the singers and
instrumentalists who have shared their music
with us this summer while the choirs were on
vacation. It takes a special kind of talent and
bravery to stand up in front of a congregation
and bare your soul, so to speak. Thank you ALL,;
we appreciate you! (Jennifer Leist, Susan Wylie,
John Floyd, Vern Reichenbecher, Bill Weekley,
Ross Cummings, David Chenoweth, Terry Justic,
Jill Nelson, Meredith Bradley, Cameron Chan,
Harmonia Quartet)




Sun Wea= Thu Fri Sat
2 3 4 5 6 7 1
Scholarship 7:30pm 6:00pm 6:30-9:00pm m 08/01 Logan Chambers
Sunday AA Meeting | SPRC Meeting NA Meeting Blake Weekley
7:30-9:00pm 08/02 Vicki Hanshaw
Self-Defense 08/03 Jennifer Adkins
@ u.o 11 12 u.w H.L. u.m Timothy Cummings
Parker Shepherd
mQQﬁQ% 7:30pm School Starts ) m"wo-o"oo._o:_ 08/04 Tyler Eddins
Blessings AA Meeting NA Meeting
Mary Ganzer
7:30-9:00pm 08/06 Elsa Meade
Self-Defense 08/07 Carter Sergent
08/11 Campbell Neighborgall
16 17 18 19 20 21 22 Eric Young
7:30pm 5:00pm 6:30-9:00pm 08/13 Russell Tatum
7:30-9pm AA Meeting Tailgate! NA Meting 08/15 Angel Blake
Self-Defense Katie Brown
Evan Gooding
08/17 Jill Nelson
23 24 25 26 27 28 29 08/20 Mary Plyde Bell
St John's join- 7:30pm Wednesday night 6:30-9:00pm 08/23 John Tanner
ing for worship AA Meeting activities start NA Meeting 08/26 Hunter Smith
5:00-7:00pm back up 08/27 Ann O’Roark
Youth Dare 08/28 Austin Davis
Night Jeff Davis
Joe Eddins I
o wnws 31 Wednesday Activities Joan Meredith
MmM:mMQo%%M 9:00am - Wednesday Willing Workers ~ 11:00am - Bible mmc% . 08/29 meﬁ:ﬂmﬁﬂw_ﬂsmm
12:00pm 5:00pm - Dinner 5:45pm - Children’s Choir
Luncheon 6:00pm - Bell Choir, Bible Study  6:30pm - KFC 6:45pm - Sanctuary Choir 08/30 Jeff Archambault
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Sun Mon YV Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5
7:30pm 6:30-9:00 pm
AA Meeting NA Meeting
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
7:30-9:00pm 7:30pm 6:30-9:00pmMm
Self-Defense AA Meeting NA Meeting
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
7:30pm 6:30-9:00pm
7:30-9:00pm AA Meeting NA Meting
Self-Defense
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
7:30pm 6:30-9:00pm
7:30-9:00pm AA Meeting NA Meeting
Self-Defense
27 28 29 30
7:30-9:00pm 7:30pm
Self-Defense AA Meeting

09/03 Melanie Hughes
Jamie Legg
Sallie Richards
09/04 Charlie Buell
09/06 Riley Blake
09/07 Jonathan Fredrick
Bob Morris
09/08 Todd Bacon
Zealand Wiley
09/10 Kitty Wilson
09/12 Mary Arthur
Chris Thomas
09/14 Gene Weekley
09/15 Schauna Chambers
Jennifer Price
09/16 Chuck Hanshaw
09/17 Taylor Davis
09/18 Katrina Lee
Stacy Morgan
09/22 Tim Dillon
09/25 Debbie Bradley
Waverly Hughes
09/28 Chase Thomas
09/29 Jake Maue
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Ministry: Schauna Chambers

Director of Children’s Ministries:

Katrina Lee

Finance Secretary: Amy Ward
Church Hostess: Susan Nickels
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Sunday Worship Opportunities
Small Groups 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship

Livestrﬁing

AVAILABLE

10:45 a.m.

“ Next Tower Topics Deadline: September 21 “

In Our Thoughts and Prayers

Eternal God! Grant us gratitude enough to look backward and

be thankful; courage enough to look forward and be hopeful;

faith enough to look upward and be humble; Rindness enough

to look outward and be helpful. Together let us pray...For those
grieving, sick, or homebound,

Randall Adkins, Rhonda Adkins, Dawn Aikin, Greg Archambault,
Mike Archambault, Kathy Bartram, Jay Brooks, Peggy Brown, Hulse
Budd, Chase Childers, Chris Chiles, Debbie Conley, Mark Cornell,
Mel Cummings, Jackie Eplion, Jane Ferguson, Martha Fish, Brody
Fulks, Mike Goodall, Donna Griffith, Olivia Haken, Jim Hamilton,
Sonny Hammer, Brian Justice, Andy King, Emma Mace, Clarence
Martin, Diana Maue, Linda McClain, Jane McColgan, Beth McVey,
Michael & Debra Moon, Bob Palmer, Nancy Palmer, Christie Payne,
Nancie Perry, Joyce Ray, Jenny Reichenbecher Ellis, Janet Rowe,
Pam Sears, Marlene Sheets, Harlan Smith, Dan Smith, Ed & Alice
Stone, Fred Tallman, Carolyn Waggoner, Gene Weekly, Anne Weeks,
Joe Welch and family, Jean White, Carole Wilson



