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Not Quite [ome...

A word (or 200 words) from your pastor:

“Love Boldlg. Serve Jog{ullg. Lead Courageouslg.” These are
the phrases that our United Methodist Council of Bishops have
set before us to serve as vision for who we are as the United
Methodist Church in the coming years. It is important to note
that our “]arancling slogan” of “Open Hearts, Open Mincls, and
Open Doors” has not Changecl.

These words are lifted to us at a particular time in our
connectional life. We have just been through a period of
disaffiliation where the UMC in the United States saw 27.6%
of its churches and roughly 25% of its members leave by the
end of 2023. Other churches have closed or filed lawsuits to
leave the denomination since that time. The WV Annual
Conference has only lost about 15% of its churches in the same
period of time.

These words are lifted to us at a particular time in our national
life aswell. Divisions abound. Birth rates are dropping in the US
and in our particular area those rates are dropping as the
median age hasrisen to over 41,

| think that these words serve us well for the times in which we
find ourselves at First United Methodist in Huntington.

We have seen the effects of being a people who “Love Boldly g
through our “Loving our Tri-State neighbors" campaign. This
campaign allowed the congregation members to set free over
40,000 dollars in the local community and allowed us to
identify that the hearts of our congregation are especially
pointed towards loving the humans in need around them. (Well
over 60% of our reported donations went to agencies and
groups that dealt directly with helping people in need -
physically, mentally, and otherwise — inour area)

For us to continue to love boldly, we will have to hold up the
other parts of this vision to one another as well — Serve Joyfully
and Lead Courageously.

Summer 2026

One person who took part in the campaign reported the
following;: “As I listened as our pastor read the list of
donation choices made by our congregation, | was warmed
by our dedication. However, the list also showed the
staggering need in our community at large. | think this
project will give individuals and our congregation ideas for
future volunteerism and funding. Small steps can lead to
big things!"

We have followed the Spirit with a great amount of Loving

Boldly, | pray that we will continue to live out the vision as

we Serve Joyfully and Lead Courageously in those areas

where the Spirit of the Father's love is needed with the
presence of Christ our Lord!

Grace and Peace,

Pastor Scott

Sanctuary Air Conditioning

Special thanks go to our Trustee Committee for successfully
overseeing the installation of two new 15 ton HVAC units
on the roof of our sanctuary. The project was completed on
time through the talents and work of Harris Roofing,
Heating, and Air Conditioning from Charleston. The
project involved the use of cranes on four separate occasions
and the placement of metal beams in our roofing structure
to hold the new units. (Repairs on the interior damage done
by the old units should be undertaken this summer.)

These types of capital improvement projects that the
Trustees oversee are made much easier by the visionary
estate giving of some of our members in the past They
decided to gift the church with a Building Fund
Endowment that is currently managed by the United
Methodist Foundation of WV. You can also direct funds
from your estate into this fund or our Ministry Endowment
Fund to have First Church prepared for the future! If you
need more information about doing so, please reach out to
Pastor Scott.



Audio Visual Ministry

In the spirit of “Serve Jogfullg“, we are looking for new
people who wish to be trained in setting up, operating, and
trouble-shooting our audio and video ministry equipment.
We are looking for microphone helpers, audio board
operators, stream operators, and camera operators. Carter
Bacon has been leading this ministry for the past several
years and from time to time could use some help! If you are

interested, please “jogfullgﬂ reach out to Pastor Scott with a

text to (304)615-4715,

Dorcas Circle

Dorcas Circle is canceled for the summer. The next meeting
will be in September.

Jewel City Self-Defense

Jewel City Self Defense is a free Women's and LGBTQ+ self
-defense class offered to the community by local queer folks
with martial arts training and real-world experiences. We
teach not only grappling and striking, we also discuss
legality, situational awareness, de-escalation tactics, local
trends in hate crime, and how these intersect with various
marginalized groups. For more information, email

JewelCitySelfDefense@proton.me

Class takes place at 7:30pm on Sunday evenings in the
multipurpose room. Please wear gym clothes and minors
MUST be accompanied by a guardian.

Zeffy
Donate to First UMC

First Church has partnered with a digital peer to peer
network called Zeffy! It's a convenient option to make
donations in the absence of a check or cash. We chose
Zeffy because it has partnered with many other United
Methodist churches and reputable charities. It also does
not cost your or First Church anything, so
100% comes to First Church. You don't
need to download an app. Just use the QR
code and it will take you to the website! Go
ahead, giveitatry!

Greeters

Thanks to all of you who served as greeters for the last
couple of months: Jeff Archambault, Jane & Ron Brooks,
Debbie Conley, Jim Cummings, Harriett Evans, Bob &
Mary Ganzer, Vicki Hanshaw, Margaret Reichenbecher,
and Ann & George Snyder. If you would like to volunteer
to be a greeter, please contact Ann Snyder at
(937)581-4788.

NA Meetings

Narcotics Anonymous meetings take place every Friday
night from 6:30-9:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall.

AA Meetings

The Triangle Group hosts Alcoholics Anonymous
meetings every Tuesday night at 7:.30pm in the
Multipurpose Room.

News from the Woods

Summer is almost upon us as well as all the summer activities at Asbury Woods. Come join us for as many of the upcoming
events which includes our Fathers Day Celebration on Saturday, June 20 or allow your kids to explore our summer camps or
relax with us on our weekly Community Swim days. Since summer is such a busy time for us, those that wish to volunteer in one
of our many positions are always welcome. As a reminder fishing is available during all of our events. Stay tuned to our
Facebook page and website, asburywoodswv.com, for the latest updates. Hope to see you all at Asbury Woods this summer.

-Chris Thomas


javascript:void(0);
http://asburywoodswv.com

MISSION 2026

For over twenty-five years, First Church Has supported
the seven WV Mission Projects through the
Celebration of Mission Event with proceeds from First
Church Dinner Theater. That event and dinner theater
have now ended sadly. The Conference is developing a
new program called Mission In Motion (MIM). To that
end, there was a walkathon at Conference last year.
This Spring we were asked to participate in a Step
Challenge from March 20-May LFour members of the
congregation took up the challenge, walking over
800,000 steps and raising $1280 for WV Missions. That
total includes the $2300 set aside for WV Missions in
the 2026 Mission Grant. Thanks to all of you who
walked or sponsored walkers. Just think what we could
do if we had had 14 or 40 walkers . WV Missions need
us.

-Jane Morse

Ebenezer Outreach

Ebenezer Outreach is planning a busy summer.
Presently, there are 74 children enrolled with more
expected for the summer. Fourteen bassinets have been
given to new mothers. The staff completed their
training and Celes promoted the program at Spiritual
Growth Event. Pre-school graduation will be at our
church on June 4, 6p.m. Don't miss the fun. Celes is
planning field trips to the Clay Center and the
Columbus Zoo if funding can be found.

Our building project is creeping along as we try to
work around the lack of federal funding. Several
applications are ready to be submitted. The blueprints
are beautiful. There is still a need for new board
members. We have an excellent new treasurer, but we
need expertise in other areas as well. This is another
mission that needs you.

-Jane Morse

Doorbell Ministry

A big THANK YOU to all the folks who donated to our
doorbell ministry! Thank you so much for your support! All of
y'all's donations keep this ministry thriving!

Here are how many people your donations have helped
these past couple of months:

April: | was out of town much of this month, so | was unable to
keep count of the assistance we gave. | am sure it was much
more than this. But, we helped at least 13 people/families
eat, get to work, and clean themselves. We gave out more
than 10 care bags, 12 cups of hot cocoa/ coffee, 2 $5 fast food
gift cards, lots of $1 bus tickets, 4 $10 fuel gift cards, and loads
of socks!

May: As of writing this, we have helped 54 people/families
this month. We have given away 39 care bags, 37 cups of
coffee/juice/water, 75 $1 bus tickets, 15 $5 fast food gift
cards, 11 $10 fuel gift cards, and loads of socks!

The coming of spring was much needed for our community.
The winter was bitterly cold and spring brought some relief.
But now, summer is here, and we expect it to get extremely
hot and humid. So, | am collecting more donations for our
summer care bags, such as sunscreen, sunglasses and hats,
waters and hydration packs to provide a little relief to those
that are unhoused and having to live in this brutal heat. If
interested in donating, here is a link & QR code to our care
bag Amazon wishlist!

Each care bag currently contains a pair of socks, a couple
snacks, eco deodorant wipes and soap, bandaids, and first aid
ointment, chapstick, an emory board nail file, a toothbrush
and toothpaste.

We are also currently collecting used closed-toe shoes
(adult size 7-13) to hand out. You would not believe how
many people come to our doors without shoes on or with
shoes filled with holes.

If you have any questions, please email me at
firstumc@firstunitedmethodist.com

Thank you so much for your continued
support!

https.//a.co/cieUUGe
-Allie Bright

Cridlin Pantry

Cridlin Pantry needs our help! For the month of June, they
need 96 cans of peaches and for July, 96 cans of chicken
noodle soup. Bring a few cans with you to church to feed our
community!



Young Adult News & Schedule

¢ ol l\] | l l\’ Q= Milk & Honey is a faith-based book club. We will meet once a month starting June 14.

/ / ] I \ \! Our first book is “The Lie You Don't Know You Believe” by Jennie Allen. If you have

L Vya ( )_n C '\ any questions, contact Schauna Chambers at (304) 634-9684. We will also be
LY :  wo. ~w/ meeting on July 12 and August 9.

Play & Pray is a mom group that will meet every other week in the summer either on
Sundays at the Kennedy Center Pool or

Thursdays at the park. This gives a space for

moms to get together and allow their children

to play while moms find a sense of community, ) )

devotion, and prayer. If you have any questions, contact Schauna Chambers at I )] a \

(304) 634-9684. - e/

Pool Gatherings (1:00-3:00pm): ITT1

June 7, June 21, July 12, July 26, and August 2. [\~ ' f

/.r/

Park Meet-ups:
June 11, June 25, July 16, and July 30.

Youth: Save the Date!

August 2 - Scholarship Sunday (Applications have been sent out, if you have not received one please let us know by calling
the church office at (304) 522-0357 ASAP. Scholarship applications are due by June 28,2026.)

August 16 - Ace Adventure (families and friends are welcome to our waterpark day. Schauna needs a head count by August 9
on who wants to go and if anyone can help drive.)

August 23 - Double Dare Night (invite a friend and bring an extra change of clothes for our messy games night)

Childrcn’s Ministrg

Vacation Bible School

June 7-June 10 from 5:00-7:30 pm. The theme is MAGNIFY!

Asbury Woods Summer Camp

June 28-July 3 and July 19-July 24 . Open to kids K-12
(day camp option also available for all ages)

Judge Julie Truly Musical May 3,2026




Choir News

Now that we aren't having weekly music rehearsals it's time
for a little “look back” at the past few months and review
some of the big events,

Il start with Easter. The children and adults sang on Eastey,
and we also had the addition of brass & percussion on
hymns and anthems. It was a lot of extra work on the part of
Sanctuary Choir but it was glorious music and well worth it.

Two weeks after Easter we joined the choir of St Paul
Lutheran in preparing extra music for a combined worship
service with them at their church. We rehearsed on
Saturday (the day before the service) in order to prepare for
that and I'd like to commend our choir members for giving
that extra time so generously. It was a joyful experience and
everyone enjoyed the camaraderie & hospitality shared by
all. In fact, the choirs enjoyed it so much we're already
planning the next combined service at our church in
August. More about that later.

Two weeks after the St. Paul experience the Wesley &
Sanctuary Choirs, with the outstanding cooperation of
church hostess Susan Nickels, put on Judge Julie Truly
Musical & a Meal. This wouldnt have been possible
without OUTSTANDING help from many people, most
notably the production team of Rhonda Adkins, Carolyn
Waggoner, Wednesday Willing Workers, Jack Welch,
Jane & Jerry Morse, Jenette & Ashley Bannon, & Allie
Bright. We're also gratetul to all the others who helped in
many ways great & small. If you missed it you missed a
terrific evening of yummy food as well as dancing men in
KY Fried Chicken hats, not to mention the cutest kids in
Huntington. We raised a little over $1500 which will go
toward new stage curtains and if there's any leftover
(pro]oal)lg not) well work toward improving the stage
lighting. Thanks again to everyone who made this BIG
event happen, but most of all to our very busy Sanctuary
Choir!

Two weeks after Judge Julie Truly the Sanctuary Choir
once again gave heroic effort to an entire worship service of
music and scripture with the theme of “Let There Be Light”.
We were joined by Harmonia Quartet who sang two
numbers and of course were wonderfully accompanied by
Rhonda Adkins on piano and Jay Brooks on organ. And
once again Susan Nickels, church hostess, offered to host a
fellowship dinner after the program. What a wonderful
way to end the choir season! And they certainly deserve a
vacation!

- Debbie Bradley, music director

Looking Ahead

As mentioned, we are planning another combined choir
and worship event with St. Paul Lutheran at our church on
Sunday, August 23rd. This will be the 15t choir event of the
new year and a great time to welcome NEW choir
members. I'm sure there are some potential choir members
sitting in the pews or in your friend groups. Let's invite
them to join this great bunch of people in August.

Organ maintenance is on the schedule for Fall so don't be
surprised if it's out of playing condition for a few weeks.
Well make Jay Brooks bring his accordion during that
time.

Also, the handbells will be getting refurbished sometime
during the summer/fall. Maintaining expensive &
delicate musical instruments in an ongoing project.

Photos from Judge Julie Truly
Musical on May 3,2026

Special Thanks

to the Wednesday Willling Workers for their steady, week
by week ministry of caring for our building by doing all
kinds of work and maintenance. You know how hard itis to
maintain your own home; there’s always something that
needs doing or repairing. Now think how much bigger this
building is than your home and gou’ll get an idea of how
important this group is to our church. Make an effort to
thank these guys for their continual work and maybe give
some thought as to how YOU are called to service. One of
the best things about serving others is that it benefits the
server too! And serving together with others is the absolute
best because it builds community and we all need more of
that!
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat EE

1 2 3 4 5 6 06/03 Abby Rutherford
06704 Elliot Hughes
7:30pm 6:00pm 6:30-9:00pm Talley Sergent

AA Meeting Ebenezer Pre-K NA Meeting 06/07 Randall Adkins
06709 Lucy Brown

06/10 Bethany Adkins

N m @ HO u.u. HN HW Mike Conley

Aubrey Thomas
1.00-3:00pm 5:00-7:30pm 5:00-7:30pm 5:00-7:30pm Pray & Play (Park) 6:30-9:00pm 06/12 August Meade
Pray & Play (Pool) VBS VvBS VvBS NA Meeting 06/13 Fletcher Kinsey
5:00-7:30pm 06/14 Brian Bradley
VBS 06715 QuinnEddins
Daniel Fulks

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 | 06/18 EliBrown

06/19 Sarah Spurlock
Milk & Honey 7:30pm Office Closed Fathers Day | 06/22 Ella Brown
Book Club AA Meeting 6:30-9:00pm Celebration@ | 06/24 Lillian Lee

NA Meting Asbury Woods 06/26 Tom ﬂc_xm
06/27 Carrie Tanner

06728 Bob Ganzer

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 Kimberlee Lockwood

John Viglianco

1:00-3:00pm 7:30pm Pray & Play (Park) | 6:30-9:00pm 06/29 Kathy Bartram
Pray & Play (Pool) AA Meeting NA Meeting Uo:.m Bunn
06/30 Jessie Alford
Nm N@ wO Terrie Weekly
Scholarship Asbury Woods 7:30pm
applications due | Summer Camp AA Meeting
Asbury Woods

Summer Camp




$
.
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Sun Mon Tue  Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4
Asbury Woods Asbury Woods Asbury Woods
Summer Camp Summer Camp Summer Camp
6:30-9:00 pm
NA Meeting
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
7:30-9:00pm 7:30pm 6:30-9:00pm
Self-Defense AA Meeting NA Meeting
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
1:00-3:00pm 7:30pm Pray & Play (Park) 6:30-9:00pm
Pray & Play (Pool) AA Meeting NA Meting
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
Asbury Woods | Asbury Woods | Asbury Woods | Asbury Woods Asbury Woods Tower Topics
Summer Camp Summer Camp Summer Camp Summer Camp Summer Camp Articles Due
7:30-9:00pm 7:30pm Asbury Woods
Self-Defense AA Meeting Summer Camp
26 27 28 29 30 31
1:00-3:00pm 7:30pm Pray & Play (Park) 6:30-9:00pm
Pray & Play (Pool) AA Meeting NA Meeting
7:30-9:00pm

Self-Defense

HdpP4 Bil

07/03 Jared Bradley
Cindy LeGrand
07/05 Oscar Yoost
07/06 Cindy Legg
Diana Maue
07/07 Betsy Grandstaff
Mallory Matthews
Gwyneth Yoost
07/08 Heather Barker
07/10 Drew Birkhimer
07/11 Reid Adkins
Noah LeGrand
Robert Neighborgall
07/13 Jane Morse
07/14 Patryk Ray
07/17 ZeldaMcKenna
07/18 Lillian Sergent
07/19 VickiBuell
07/20 Ashleigh Bailey-Bannon
Kicker Chiles
Jeanne Anne Rutherford
07/21 Hannah Webster
07/22 Jane McColgan
Amy Ward
07/23 ErinBradley
07/25 Keegan Rowe
07/28 BrendaHarlow
07/30 Ann Snyder
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CHANGE SERVICE
REQUESTED

Pastor: Scott Sears

Music Director: Debbie Bradley
Director of Youth & Young Adult
Ministry: Schauna Chambers
Director of Children’s Ministries:
Katrina Lee

Finance Secretary: Amy Ward
Church Hostess: Susan Nickels
Office Manager: Allie Bright

Sunday Worship Opportunities
Small Groups 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Livestreaming

AVAILABLE

Next T ower T opics Deadline: July 24

In Our Thoughts and Prayers

Eternal God! Grant us gratitude enough to look backward and be thankiful,
courage enough to look forward and be hopeful; faith enough to look upward and
be humble, kindness enough to look outward and be helpful. T ogether let us
pray...For those grieving, sick, or homebound,

Randall Adkins, Dawn Aikin, Greg Archambault, Mike Archambault, Kathy Bartram, Jay
Brooks, Hulse Budd, Chase Childers, Chris Chiles, Debbie Conley, Family of Mark Conner,
Mark Cornell, Mel Cummings, Jackie Eplion, Jane Ferguson, Brody Fulks, Mike Goodall, Donna
Griffith, Olivia Haken, Jim Hamilton, Sonny Hammer, Al & Lynn Hurt, Brian Justice, Andy
King, Family of Evalee Kyger, Emma Mace, Clarence Martin, Jane McColgan, Beth McVey,
Bob Palmer, Nancy Palmer, Christie Payne, Joyce Ray, Jenny Reichenbecher Ellis, Janet Rowe,
Marlene Sheets, Harlan Smith, Dan Smith, Ed & Alice Stone, Fred Tallman, Carolyn Waggoner,
Gene Weekly, Anne Weeks, Joe Welch, Jean White, Carole Wilson




